
his own experience, he said it seems possible to have
a return of the pain after removal of the ganglion. In
his own cases he has had each ganglion subjected to a
careful examination by a competent microscopist.
In all of the specimens submitted ganglion elements
were found, and the gross anatomical characteristics
of the organ were preserved.
Dr. John B. Murphy stated that in his twelve cases

of removal of the Gasserian ganglion there were four
deaths. This large percentage of deaths caused him
to abandon the operation of extirpation of the ganglion.
Since his last report he has had one recurrence of neu-
ralgia from the injection of osmic acid. In the entire
number of cases up to date, with this exception, he has
not had a recurrence of neuralgia following the injection
of osmic acid.

MORTALITY, DISABILITY AND PERMANENCY OF CURE IN
SURGERY.

Dr. Charles H. Mayo of Rochester, Minn., selected
this subject as the President's Address, and among
other things stated that a careful selection of cases,
asepsis, and the kindness of Providence may give a
low death-rate which will cover much poor surgery.
There is no general rule for computing surgical mor-
tality at present, and it is best to accept the layman's
view that the operation had caused death where the
patient went into the hospital alive and came out dead,
regardless of the cause of death or time after operation.
Failure to grasp the surgical opportunity at the proper
moment is the cause of an increased mortality and dis-
ability, as well as a reduction in cures. The layman,
as well as the professional man, understands that many
diseases, such as appendicitis, ulcer of the stomach,
and gallstone disease, may each have repeated medical
cures, and that in the same cases early operation is
successful with the low mortality, the complication of
delay causing the most trouble.
During this year in St. Mary's Hospital 516 opera-

tions for appendicitis were performed, with four deaths.
Their hospital detention was reduced on an average
to eleven days each, amounting to fourteen years'
saving over the time which would have been required
for the same work five years ago. In 205 hernias
during the year, this saving was from one to two weeks
in each case. Among stomach operations, 108 gastro-
enterostomies gave 8 deaths (7.4%), most of these in
late cancer, while 13 pylorectomies and partial gastrec-
tomies gave no deaths because in an early stage. There
were 5 deaths in 101 hysterectomies, more than one-
half of these being due to an increased effort to cure
cancer. Altogether, up to Dec. 1, 1904, 1,000 opera-tions for gallstone diseases gave a mortality of 5%.
There were 673 cholecystostomies, with 2.4% mor-
tality; 186 cholecystectomies gave a mortality of 4.3%.
The common duct cases, 11%; cancer, 22%, showing
that one case in five had passed the safe time for opera-
tion, while early operation in 416 cases gave but two
deaths.
The brain is poorly constructed for repair, hence

late operations give only occasional permanent and
complete cures. Dr. Mayo said that the progress in
the treatment of cancer will be largely through a more
careful study of the lymphatics involved in metastasis.

SURGICAL DISEASES OF THE PANCREAS.

Dr. D. C. Brockman of Ottumwa, Iowa, said that
recent studies of the pancreas show the importance
of internal secretion from the islands of Langerhans;
also the influence of régurgitation of bile into the pan-creatic ducts as a cause of pancreatic inflammation.
He mentioned biliary disturbance as the chief cause
of pancreatic disease, and stated that pancreatic cysts

are believed to be mostly due to this cause. He re-
ported three instructive cases of cyst of the pancreas,
and then gave an outline of inflammatory troubles,
with special reference to the diagnosis and treatment
of acute and chronic pancreatitis.

(To be continued.)

Recent Literature.
Blood Pressure in Surgery. An Experimental and
Clinical Research. By George W. Crile,
A.M., M.D., Professor of Clinical Surgery,
Western Reserve Medical College, Visiting
Surgeon to St. Alexis Hospital, Cleveland, etc.
Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott
Company. 1903.*
This volume is a publication in book form of

the essay by Dr. Crile for which the Alumni
Association of the College of Physicians and
Surgeons of New York City awarded him the
Cartwright Prize for 1903. Blood pressure is a

subject which has attracted marked attention
during the past few years and Dr. Crile has been-
conspicuously active in this line of investigation.
The book describes his methods of investigation
and of recording his observations, the details
of his experimental work, a summary of his ex-

perimental data so obtained including the effects
of different drugs, mechanical pressure, the use
of the pneumatic suit and the resuscitation of
animals apparently dead, his clinical observa-
tions on the blood pressure changes during surgi-
cal operations in different regions of the body..
The concluding pages contain a summary of his
results, and his conclusions, with his reasons
therefor, especially in relation to surgical shock
and collapse.
In describing in detail his experimental and

clinical work the author gives his readers the
opportunity of forming their own opinions as to
the correctness of his conclusions.
The book deserves a careful perusal, for if the

writer's conclusions are correct regarding the
subjects he has investigated, the present methods
of treatment for nervous exhaustion, vasomotor
paralysis, shock and collapse will be raaically
changed.

*These reviews, originally contributed a year ago, were unfortu-
nately mislaid during a printers' strike, and are now publishedthough belated.

Textbook of Operative Surgery. By DR. Theodor
Kocher, Professor of Surgery and Director of
the Surgical Clinic in the University of Berne.
Authorized translation by Harold J. Stiles,M.B., F.R.C.S., Edin., Surgeon to the Royal
Edinburgh Hospital for Sick Children, etc.
London: Adam and Charles Black. 1903.*
This the second English is a translation of the

fourth (latest) German edition. By a change in
type it contains nearly twice the subject matter
of its predecessor, with only slight increase in
size. Seventy new illustrations have been added,,
many of them colored. The present volume is
a book of 440 pages.
It is a most excellent textbook on operative

surgery. The subject has been presented in a
masterly way. It has the characteristic that it
*These reviews, originally contributed a year ago, were unfortu-

nately mislaid during a printers' strike, and are now publishedthough belated.
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is essentially a presentation of its author's per-
sonal experience and methods of operating.
That these are the best " goes without saying."
The book is crowded with valuable data and
important information. Although the book can
be used as a guide to operations on the cadaver,
the performance of operations on the living sub-
ject has been especially kept in view and only
those methods which the author's great clinical
experience has proved to be trustworthy and
reliable are described. Statements of the indi-
cations for operations and all descriptions of sur-
gical instruments or instruction as to the technic
of their use, or description of methods of sutures
are omitted intentionally. In this new edition
the chapters on Anesthesia,Treatment of Wounds,
Trephining, Amputations and Excisions have
been entirely rewritten. As one compares the
volume with its immediate predecessor one notes
also marked changes in many other chapters.
The methods of resection of the stomach, for
example, have been so far perfected that new
illustrations of these operations have been pre-
pared. As stated above, the author still adheres
to his principle of describing and recommending
to a large extent only those methods of treat-
ment which he has found, from his own experi-
ence, worthy of adoption. As an example,
Professor Kocher still recommends his method
for the radical cure of hernia on account of its
simplicity and the excellent permanent results
obtained in spite of the objections formulated by
Bassini and others. The new chapters on Anes-
thesia, Treatment of Wounds (which introduces
very interesting data relating to aseptic technic)
and Direction of Skin Incisions create great inter-
est and are replete with valuable information.
The coloring of the muscles and vessels in many
of the illustrations has added greatly to their
graphic efficiency. The description of the sur-
gery of the thyroid is another conspicuous feature
of the work and is most satisfactory. It is espe-
cially well illustrated. The general classification
and arrangement of previous editions has been
retained; also the excellent method of placing
explanatory references of illustration in imme-
diate connection with them instead of the common
method of reference to footnotes by appended
numbers. Briefly, one finds almost nothing to
criticise and almost everything to commend. It
is conspicuous as one of the best presentations
of modern surgery. Few books are so valued or
attain such prominence that they are printed
in six different languages. It can truly be said
to have attained a well-deserved international
reputation.
An American Textbook of Surgery for Practitioners
and Students. By Phineas S. Connor, M.D.,
Frederic S. Dennis, M.D., William W.
Keen, M.D., Charles B. Nancrede, M.D.,
Roswell Park, M.D., Lewis L. Pilcher,
M.D., Nicholas Senn, M.D., Francis J.
Shepherd, M.D., Lewis A. Stimson, M.D., J.
Collins Warren, M.D., and J. William
White, M.D. Edited by William W. Keen,

M.D., LL.D., F.R.C.S. (Hon.), and J. William
White, M.D., Ph.D. Fourth edition, thor-
oughly revised and enlarged. Philadelphia,
New York and London: W. B. Saunders &
Company. 1903.*
We are very glad indeed to see the American

Textbook of Surgery appear in its fourth edition.
It was in danger of being superseded by other
books. A great deal of progress has been made
in surgery since the first edition of this book, but,
so far as we can see, the editors have incorporated
into this edition all the accepted knowledge.
Several new chapters have been added. They
are Military Surgery, Naval Surgery, Tropical
Surgery, Examination of the Blood, Immunity
and Pancreas. The subject of Acute Osteomye-
litis has received special attention in this edition.
The treatment of joint disease is not so well
considered as it should be. The chapter does not
give a clear perspective as to the value of pro-
tection and fixation in joint disease. Many of
the chapters have been rewritten, notably the
chapters on Tumors, Nerves, Joints, etc. In
this edition the publishers have used a thinner
and a better paper, they have used a smaller
type for the new chapters, and yet the book has
increased in bulk to 1,333 pages. The American
Textbook of Surgery may be accepted as one of
the best textbooks on surgery.

*See note on p. 198.

Modern Surgery: General and Operative. By
John Chalmers DaCosta, M.D., Professor
of the Principles of Surgery and Clinical Sur-
gery, Jefferson Medical College, Philadelphia,
New York and London: W. B. Saunders &
Co. 1903*
The first edition of this work was published

in 1894. The contrast between the present vol-
ume and the original one shows that the author
has actively interested himself in the progress
of surgery. Also the fact that three editions
have been exhausted is an indication of its popu-
larity. From a

" Manual " the book has grown
to an extended treatise on General and Operative
Surgery.
The present edition has been enlarged and re-

vised and much new material has been added
to cover the numerous improvements, advances
and discoveries since 1900. It appears as an
octavo volume of 1099 pages, and is illustrated
by 707 illustrations, some of them in colors. The
size of the page has been increased. The type
is clear. The subdivisions of subjects are indi-
cated by heavy type. There is appended a good
index. The book represents a very large col-
lection of surgical information both general and
specific in character which is presented instruc-
tively and concisely. Of the surgical special-
ties only diseases of the nerves, the rectum and
anus and the male genito-urinary system are
discussed.
The revision has distinctly improved the book.

The reader is continually impressed with this
as he compares the new with the previous edi-
tion. He sees it in the text, in the quotations
*See note on p. 198.
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